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SUBJECT: OPPOSITION CALLS FOR REFERENDUM BOYCOTT 

1 . THE COMMITTEE FOR THE DEFENSE OF DEMOCRACY (CDD) HAS CALLED 
FOR A BOYCOTT OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUM SCHEDULED FOR 
JULY 10. THE CDD IS AN UMBRELLA GROUP COMPRISING MOST GROUPS 
OPPOSING THE REFERENDUM, INCLUDING THE OPPOSITION PEOPLE'S 
PROGRESSIVE PARTY (PPP). PPP LEADER CHEDDI JAGAN TOLD 
EMBOFFS JULY 4 THAT HE BELIEVES THE REFERENDUM WILL BE SO 
COMPLETELY RIGGED THAT A BOYCOTT REMAINS AS THE ONLY MEANS 
LEFT TO DEMONSTRATE OPPOSITION. 

2. THE RULING PEOPLE’S NATIONAL CONGRESS (PNC) HAS PUBLICLY 
EXPRESSED ITS "DISAPPOINTMENT AND REGRET" OVER THE PLANNED 
BOYCOTT. THE PNC ALSO SAID SUPPORT OF THE BOYCOTT BY THE PPP 
DISPLAYED THE OPPOSITION PARTY'S "INCOMPETENCE, ITS DISDAIN 
FOR DEMOCRATIC PROCEDURE, ITS REJECTION OF THE DEMOCRATIC 
PROCESS AND ITS CONTEMPT FOR THE GUYANESE PEOPLE." 
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3. ON JUNE 29 JAGAN CALLED UPON THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

TO DEBATE A RESOLUTION CALLING UPON THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION TO SEND REPRESENATIVES TO OBSERVE THE REFER- 
ENDUM. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS NOT KNOWN IF JAGAN WILL WITHDRAW 

HIS MOTION CONCERNING THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION IN VIEW 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


OF THE DECISION TO BOYCOTT THE REFERENDUM. IN ANY EVENT, 
THE GOVERNMENT, WHICH HAS FINAL AUTHORITY ON SCHEDULING 
MATTERS FOR DEBATE IN THE LEGISLATURE, HAS TO DATE (JULY 5) 
NOT SHOWN ANY INCLINATION TO DISCUSS THE MATTER, AND HAS 
GIVEN JAGAN'S MOTION NO PUBLICITY, IN THE GOVERNMENT- 
CONTROLLED PRSS AND RADIO. ONLY MENTION HAS BEEN IN 
JAGAN'S PARTY DAILY, THE MIRROR, AND AS A SHORT NEWS ITEM, 
JULY 1, OVER THE ONE PRIVATELY-OWNED RADIO STATION. 

BURKE 
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